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We all have a responsibility to respond to climate 

change and we firmly believe we must be part of the 

solution rather than part of the problem. As a sector, 

we are committed to working collaboratively to help 

safeguard Aotearoa New Zealand’s cultural integrity, 

natural capital and economic resilience.

As primary sector leaders, we recognise our 

responsibility to demonstrate authentic leadership 

and are leaning into the implications of that for our 

climate change commitments. We are currently 

working to better understand our climate-related 

risks and identify the most effective options to 

reduce emissions and build resilience across the 

sector, the communities in which we operate, and 

the marine environment.

We know that our sector is dependent upon a 

healthy marine environment, and we take our 

obligation to preserve and enhance Aotearoa New 

Zealand’s natural capital seriously. We are 

committed to the adaptation principles and actions 

set out in this Strategy in order to preserve this rich 

inheritance for future generations.

This Strategy is focused on the commercial 

seafood sector, which includes a diverse range of 

businesses, iwi/Māori-owned organisations, 

government agencies, research institutions, and 

NGOs. This Strategy is focused on establishing 

foundational and collaborative mechanisms at a 

sectoral-level to enable proactive and effective 

adaptation action by all entities in the sector. We 

recognise that recreational and customary fishers, 

and our supply chain partners, may have their own 

standards and strategies in place, and we intend to 

work collaboratively to ensure that what we do 

reinforces their climate adaptation efforts.

Given the complex and systemic nature of climate 

change, this Adaptation Strategy focuses on long-

term outcomes while also recognising the need to 

act with urgency. The Strategy covers the period 

2021-2030, but includes strategic goals that may 

take years or even decades longer to be fully 

realised.

We are committed to advancing the United Nation’s 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We 

understand the role the SDGs play in planning 

sustainability actions at the global scale, and have 

taken the aims of the SDGs into account in selecting 

our adaptation goals and objectives. In particular, we 

believe our adaptation actions will support Aotearoa 

New Zealand’s efforts towards Responsible 

Consumption and Production (12), Climate Action 

(13), and Life Below Water (14).
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